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				EDITORIAL 

				The Ghana Book World is semi-annual journal publication which began in 1978, but over two decades now, there has not been any publication. 

				We are, therefore, excited to relaunch and revive Ghana Book World, by presenting to you the sixth issue. Previous issues of the journal have also been uploaded to the GBDC’s website.

				The journal is not “peer-reviewed”, but devoted to the Book Industry profession and trade. It covers issues pertaining to book development, writing, publishing, book design and illustration, printing, book selling and distribution, literacy promotion, copyright, and library. The Ghana Book World is to act as a forum to inform and educate practitioners and students in the book industry, exchange ideas, as well as keep members updated on issues, new development, technology, and innovation in the book industry. 

				Articles on the book industry are always welcome from contributors. Submissions should be typed double-spaced, fully justified, and in Times New Roman Font Size 12, on 8.5” x 11” or A4 paper as a Word document.  The normal span of submissions should be between 1000 and 2500 words. Contributors of accepted manuscripts will each be given five (5) complimentary copies of the journal issue which their articles are featured in. 
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				Contributions should be submitted as e-mail attachments to editorial@gbdc.gov.gh. 

				The journal also allows advertising spaces for books and services pertaining to the Book Industry in Ghana.

				We look forward to your usual cooperation.
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				GHANA CELEBRATES THE 2020 WORLD LITERACY DAY 

				by

				Ernest Oppong

				Introduction

				The Ghana Publishers Association (GPA) hosted the celebration of the World Literacy Day instituted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to remind the public of the importance of literacy as a matter of dignity and human rights and to advance the literacy agenda towards a more literate and sustainable society. 

				The celebration, held on Tuesday 8th September 2020 commencing at 10am, was a virtual conference in partnership with the key stakeholder organisations of the publishing industry which constitute the Ministry of Education (MoE), UNESCO, Ghana Book Development Council (GBDC), Ghana Association of Writers (GAW), Ghana National Association of Teachers (GNAT) and Ghana Library Authority (GhLA). The conference was streamed to the social media for wide participation by the Ghanaian people and beyond. 

				Opening remarks

				The GPA’s President and Chairman of Ghana Culture Forum, Mr. Asare Konadu Yamoah, who moderated the conference started his opening remarks by associating himself with this 
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				fundamental quote from Plato — “We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the dark; the real tragedy of life is when men are afraid of the light.” Literacy is enlightenment, literacy opens opportunities for a guaranteed existence. The dark atmosphere of ignorance is chased away by the light of literacy.

				He commended UNESCO for instituting 8th September to celebrate literacy since 1966, to perpetually remind the world of the importance of literacy to our sustenance and progress. Mr. Yamoah presented two streams of learning that empower the individual—Formal education that mostly prepares the individual to secure opportunities to make a living, and the other, literacy that offers individuals life skills. According to the President of the Ghana Publishers Association, there has always been this erroneous understanding that formal education is literacy—rather formal education is part of literacy. Literacy is a life-long learning programme, and it provides the individual the strategy to translate learning outcomes into productive life skills; and anchors functional development and democracy.

				He indicated that literacy begins with reading, and reading is a skill that is developed by involving various types of technics and materials. One of such materials has been the book. According to Plato, the great Greek philosopher, “Books give a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and life to everything.” Therefore, reading is the 
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				foundation of learning and life skills. 

				The GPA’s President said that literacy, one of the outcomes of reading, has for some time been understood as one’s ability to read, write and use numeracy. This meaning has been reflected in many dictionaries and handbook definitions. However, this sweeping definition of literacy ignores the actual event of reading and writing, in the social and cultural context. This is amplified by UNESCO’s stipulation that literacy is an “ability to identify, understand, interpret, create, communicate and compute, using printed and written materials associated with varying contexts”. In Scotland, literacy has been defined as “the ability to read, write and use numeracy, to handle information, to express ideas and opinions, to make decisions and solve problems, as family members, workers, citizens and lifelong learners.” The above expanded definitions by UNESCO and the country Scotland, alter the long-standing measurement of literacy, for instance, the ability to read the newspaper, write letters and other legible materials.

				“The overwhelming evidence in our diagnosis of the state of Education in the country (the chief examiners’ reports over the years, the reports emanating from the tertiary institutions, and the level of discourse in our social media space) demands that we have a new strategy in approaching literacy and revise our national priorities with respect to supplementary reading materials. Ghana seems to have placed a high degree of interest on mainstream textbooks, ignoring the fact that without the 
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				other books, education becomes meaningless. Equal emphasis should be given to the two streams – subject textbooks and lifelong learning materials such as supplementary readers, life skills reading materials, etc.” 

				Mr. Yamoah advised that the use of these materials must be encouraged at the start of a child’s life, and when he or she is introduced to formal education, and to be continued throughout the educational process for any child that reads, starting from the lap of the parent. We must consider increasing the investment in libraries and with the full complement of the reading and learning materials. Schools must have functional libraries and life skills programmes with reading sessions. Community libraries must be promoted to make sure that our functional literacy drive is incorporated in our national development strategy.

				Speakers

				The Conference involved three speakers: The Chief Director of the Ministry of Education (MoE), Mr. Benjamin K. Gyasi; UNESCO Country Director (Ghana), Mr. Abdourahamane Diallo and the National Coordinator of GNAT Early Childhood Education Department, Mr. Palham Oyiye. 

				Sustainable literacy framework

				The Chief Director of the Ministry of Education presented on the topic “Building and advancing a sustainable and functional literacy framework among Ghanaian children and youths”. 
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				He commented on the devastating effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on education in Ghana. Loss of income and jobs in both private and public sectors, restrictions on freedom of movement and interaction and stigmatisation of affected and recovered ones. The pandemic has brought its trail a ‘New Normal’ which calls for the injection of innovations into the delivery of education for children, youth and even adults. We need to pursue and target our goals using the appropriate tools. This means leveraging on technology to advance the delivery of education in Ghana. 

				Mr. Gyasi referenced that according to the 2018 World Development Report, “nearly 80 percent of Ghana’s working-age population have just level 1 literacy or below. That is, their literacy proficiency is limited to understanding basic texts, but they are not able to integrate, evaluate, or interpret information from a variety of text materials.” 

				According to him, the fact is that Ghana has a very impressive primary school enrolment, and at the secondary level also, this has improved considerably following the government’s flagship programme. The secondary school population has jumped from 800,000 as at the end of 2016 to 1.2 million as at now. However, access on its own does not provide the skills including literacy skills. The Ministry of Education has revamped the curriculum to a standard-base one which has been rolled out for kindergarten (KG) and primary level. The primary vision is that every child in Ghana should be able to access four key skills (the 4-R’s) namely Reading, 
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				Writing, Arithmetic and Critical Thinking Skills; which have been fused into the new curriculum. As a sequel to the KG-Primary programme, cabinet has approved the Common Core Programme (CCP) for Junior High School (JHS) and Senior High School (SHS) programmes to be rolled out at the beginning of the next academic year. The CCP is a carefully designed curriculum for learners in the JHS 1 (Basic 7) to SHS 1 (Basic 10) as part of the learning experience to prepare them for higher education, world of work or both. 

				The Chief Director of MoE indicated that in June 2020, Ghana launched the Ghana Accountability for Learning Outcomes Project (GALOP). The objective of GALOP is to improve quality education in low performing schools to strengthen education sector in equity and accountability. The project has targeted 10,000 low performing Primary and Junior High Schools across the country, as well as special schools with direct interventions. These interventions include providing teaching and learning materials for schools, training of teachers, improving school management, and strengthening supervision. 

				Mr. Gyasi highlighted other initiatives which include teacher reforms to upgrade teachers and all teacher training colleges into university colleges to award bachelor degrees. 

				Over the past several decades, a number of one-off literacy programmes have been organised by individuals, NGOs and other organisations with little impact. For more people 
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				to benefit from such approaches, and to promote children and youth literacy more broadly, national efforts to improve relevant reading policies, systems, and practice, are to be accompanied by conducive environments and effective partnerships. 

				Effective partnership

				Mr. Diallo, UNESCO Country Director presented on the topic: “Building more conducive environments and effective partnerships”. According to him, global policy at the national level to assist member states is relevant. The Country Director stated that UNESCO has shared the strategy with the Non-Formal Education Division and the Ministry of Education, to contextualise and see how to develop and implement it to address challenges confronting youth literacy. 

				On the issue of partnership, Mr. Diallo advocated the need for global partnerships with government and the private sector. UNESCO has formed Global Education Coalition to help address the gap of learning and pedagogy during the pandemic and beyond. He also recommended wide stakeholder partnership including teacher unions, parents, MoE, Ghana Book Development Council, Ghana Library Authority, Ghana Publishers Association, Ghana Association of Writers and other stakeholder organisations. The other indirect stakeholders which can provide support to the direct stakeholders include development partners, IGOs, NGOs, CSOs, academia and other related associations. He said that 
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				UNESCO as a global organisation would continue to assist government to build and develop policies and framework, mobilising and widening the partnership platforms to help change the current situation positively. 

				Role of educators

				The 2018 World Development Report revealed that “schooling is not the same as learning. Children learn very little in many education systems around the world: even after several years in school, millions of students lack basic literacy and numeracy skills. In recent assessments in Ghana and Malawi, more than four-fifths of students at the end of grade 2 were unable to read a single familiar word such as ‘the’ or ‘cat’.” Mr. Oyiye, the National Coordinator of GNAT Early Childhood Education Department made a comprehensive presentation on “The role of educators and pedagogy in enhancing literacy teaching and learning”. He began his submission indicating that, it is disheartening for the evidence presented, that there are a good number of children in Ghana, especially in grade 2 who cannot read the word ‘the’ or ‘cat’. It is important that teachers know how to teach, reach out to the students with the right language, stay connected, and provide rich learning experiences for the significant percentage of students who do not have access to these learning materials and devices. 

				Mr. Oyiye observed that lack of access to devices, internet, electricity and televisions makes it impossible for some children to watch programmes government has structured for 
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				them. Children are therefore seen following their parents to work unguided. The World Bank Report which cited USAID, mentioned that the results of the Early Grade Reading Assessment (EGRA) did not change between 2013 and 2015, and indicated that just two percent of Primary 2 pupils were able to read at an appropriate grade level with 50 percent unable to recognise a single word such as ‘the’ or ‘cat’. The same study was repeated in 2017 and 2018 and the results did not change much. Between 2016 and 2018, the National Education Association (NEA) test scores essentially remain the same, if not decreased slightly. At the secondary level, learning outcomes are also low. Only 33 percent of students passed the WASSCE for mathematics in 2017, and in 2016, only 23 percent of students qualified for entry into tertiary education. 

				“The ultimate goal of literacy is to build a pupil’s comprehension, writing skills, and overall skills in communication; keep current events and best social fit (build intra-relationships and inter-relationships).” Mr. Oyiye provided refined recommendations to educators — searching for online resources from resourceful platforms; providing emotional support for pupils when engaging them via the internet activities using video or virtual sessions; using best practices for distance learning, physical and printable resources. He concluded with a recommendation to the Ghana Publishers Association and stakeholders to institute an award 
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				scheme for deserving pupils and teachers to motivate them and others to promote literacy. 

				Solidarity Messages

				Ghana Association of Writers (GAW)

				The President of GAW, Mr. Francis Gbormittah delivered a solidarity message and stated that the World Literacy Day provides us the opportunity to reflect on and discuss new literacy strategies for children, youth and adults. He stressed on the UNESCO’s study in 2019, which revealed that “despite progress made, literacy challenges persist with at least 773 million adults worldwide, lacking basic literacy skills today” and quickly did a calculation that the quoted figure is about half of Africa’s population. These are desperate times for child literacy. He expressed enormous confidence in the partnership between the Ghana Association of Writers, the Ghana Publishers Association, and other stakeholders. Mr Gbormittah outlined GAW’s projects which involves Schools’ Literary Clubs, Senior Correctional Centre Outreach Programme with the Senior Correctional Centres Outreach and the GAW’s e-book and audio book project. He called for a deeper cooperation between the two associations. 

				Ghana Book Development Council (GBDC)

				The Literacy Promotion Officer of GBDC, Mr. Daniel Ofosu-Asamoah in his solidarity message on behalf of the Council, highlighted the devastating effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on students and education – majority of children 
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				are trapped by the pandemic, restrictions on movement and efforts to helping children to become literate. COVID-19 has taught people to behave differently. Mr Ofosu-Asamoah welcomed the theme for the celebration and the efforts of the Ghana Publishers Association. 

				Ghana Library Authority (GhLA)

				The Executive Director of Ghana Library Authority, Mr. Hayford Siaw indicated that when it comes to the Ghanaian context in the culture of reading it is abysmal. He recounted the present achievements of the Authority, that is, strengthening weak library system; reinstating direct funding to Schools and College Library Department by government which was cancelled many decades ago. The Library provides technical assistance, training for teachers and support for libraries in schools. In 2018, there were 61 public libraries around the country; as at now the number has increased from 61 to 82 public libraries, and by the end of the year 2020; the number is expected to increase to 90 public library networks. Out of the 61 old libraries, 41 have been renovated. The number of visits to the library by populace have increased from 393,430 in 2016 to 1,074,275 in 2019 across the country. The Ghana Library App has also been launched to provide free access to contents and reading materials by the general public. Mr. Siaw expressed his appreciation to publishers including the President of the Ghana Publishers Association who donated books for the App. 
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				“In 2016, the total number of books in the 61 public libraries across the country was 349,941 books; as at September 2020, there are a total number of 1,024,829 books in the 82 public libraries.” 

				Closing remarks

				The moderator, Mr. Yamoah assured the Ghana Library Authority of publishers’ support and concluded with the following overwhelming consensus derived from the conference:

				The need to centralise private and public sector reading and literacy programmes for effective administration and monitoring; and the natural organisation that could be in charge is the Ghana Library Authority. 

				There should be adequate efforts injected into the teaching and learning process, focusing on the teacher and librarian who are supposed to guide the child through education and lifelong learning. 

				Placing equal emphasis on learning materials, especially those in local languages, that would support every effort at advancing literacy and application of its outcomes. 

				The e-book platform should be encouraged, and investment driven to that area of book publishing to ensure its success. 

				The conference came to a close at 12:25pm, with the speakers and the participants expressing their appreciation to the Ghana Publishers Association for pioneering the celebration of the 2020 World Literacy Day in Ghana. 
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				THE NEED TO EMBRACE ELECTRONIC BOOK PUBLISHING IN GHANA

				by

				Kofi Asante Twumasi

				Introduction

				The world has experienced several outbreaks of diseases in the past century. All these pandemics had their positive and adverse effects on the world, as well as the lives of individuals. The novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is no exception. This pandemic has brought about a total disruption in various activities. We are now experiencing what is called the ‘new normal’ even though the world seeks an escape from this pandemic. The publishing industry, like many others, has not been immune to the adverse effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

				The effect

				In March 2020, H.E. President Akuffo Addo imposed several restrictions on the country in order to curb the spread of the virus. As a result, all schools were closed down. This was a big disruption to the operations of all major players in the book industry—such as authors, publishers, printers, book binders and booksellers—in the country since most of them generate their income from the production of educational materials. After several months of economic downturn, restrictions are being eased, yet schools are not fully operational. The easing 
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				of the restrictions has not taken away the downturn of the book industry. 

				E-book publishing

				Looking at the brighter side, this pandemic has turned out to be a blessing in disguise. COVID-19 opened the gateway to explore other means where activities could go on virtually. There has been a wake of new technologies to reach out to customers or clients, work colleagues, church members, etc. This is also the period for publishers to solidly embrace electronic book (e-book) publishing to reach various target readers and audience. Electronic book publishing has been heralded as one of the worldwide solutions for the dissemination of information. Indeed, much attention has been drawn to e-books in the recent times. 

				Although internet usage in Ghana has increased to an appreciable level, e-book publishing in the country is still underdeveloped and lagging behind. COVID-19 should become an eye-opener for many traditional book publishers to advance towards harnessing the importance of e-book publishing, par with the traditional book production which involves printing and binding. It is therefore time for publishers to appreciate e-book publishing more and give it a significant level of recognition and acceptance. 

				The advent of e-books gives publishers the opportunity to broaden their readership even beyond the country. Since 

			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
				Embrace Electronic Publishing

			

		

	
		
			
				15

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Ghana Book World, No. 6 (2021)

			

		

		
			
				e-books are geographically boundless, it grants the publisher wider engagement and readership. The flexibility of e-books, coupled with its convenience, is one of the factors that should catch the attention of both local publishers and readers. Readers have the opportunity of storing a number of e-books on their e-reader devices, hence making it convenient to use. 

				Accessible devices

				Electronic books can be accessed on e-book readers or Personal Digital Assistants (PDAs) such as smartphones, iPhones, iPads, and kindles. Interestingly, the use of e-books with PDAs are easy and interactive. Furthermore, the visually impaired are not left out when it comes to electronic books, since Digital Accessible Information System (DAISY) is available. DAISY is a standard technology for “digital talking” or audiobook, specifically designed to be used by people with print disabilities and the visually impaired. 

				Concerns

				Major concerns raised by some publishers in the country, which make them skeptical of electronic book publishing are the protection of their copyright and e-commerce of the books on online platforms. Publishers must be assured that their copyrights with e-books are protected through Digital Rights Management (DRM). Digital Rights Management protects the copyright of e-book authors and publishers by restricting illegal copying, sharing, and selling of the electronic book. For example, when an e-book is bought or downloaded on 
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				a particular device, that device cannot share the e-book to any other device. Hence the book stays on that particular electronic reader. 

				With respect to some difficulty in the e-commerce of electronic books on international online marketing platforms, there are organisations in Ghana, such as Azalia and Worldreader to assist publishers sell their books. Azalia is a local online bookstore which serves as an online market for selling e-books. This platform was created to promote the works of authors and publishers in the country. It is easier for publishers to sell their books on this platform.

				Conclusion

				In conclusion, electronic book publishing is certainly a worthwhile consideration for authors and publishers in Ghana. E-book publishing has prospects; therefore, it is very expedient for traditional publishers in the country to upgrade their technical know-how in order not to lag behind this new technology. Publishers should embrace this new era of publishing with optimism.
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				CAN ONLINE LEARNING BE AS EFFECTIVE AS TRADITIONAL EDUCATION?

				by 

				Dylan Rispoli

				The new norm: Online learning

				For many of us, “online learning” was a phrase we thought very differently about six months ago. Sure, we had seen some colleges pioneer the availability of online degree programs, but for the vast majority of universities in-person classes were essential. What’s more, online learning very likely wasn’t something we would ever associate with young children in primary schools. Now, with so many of us or our loved ones affected by continued school closures, questions about the effectiveness of virtual education have suddenly become much more relevant. Thankfully, scholars and education professionals have been researching this topic for years, and have some interesting insights. We’ve put together some of the highlights for you or anyone you know who might be wondering – can online learning actually replace traditional education?

				What is it that makes in-person education so difficult to replicate?

				As any teacher will tell you, there’s so much more going on in a classroom than just students copying down what the teacher says or writes on the whiteboard. Take something as simple as having students work on an assignment. Imagine a teacher 
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				wants to have their students collaborate on a worksheet. The teacher splits them into groups of three, and the students talk together and share ideas as they try to puzzle out the problems. The teacher walks around, checking on each group, answering questions and giving a little direction here and there if necessary. After twenty minutes, the teacher asks for a volunteer from each group to come to the front of the room and present to the class.

				In just one, quick assignment in a classroom, so much is going on. Education experts have used the term “interpersonal interaction” to encompass all of these little, sometimes seemingly insignificant conversations and exchanges that take place throughout the day in a classroom. Students are surrounded by other people who are there for the same purpose. They talk with each other, and work toward a common goal. They engage with the teacher. A lot is said, but even more is also conveyed through body language – a stern glance from the teacher makes a student reconsider throwing that paper airplane, or a student’s lost gaze into space suggests to the teacher that this one might need a little help with the assignment. 

				Turning to online learning, we might be tempted to just give up on some of these interactions. After all, it makes sense to just focus on the student interacting with the content, right? Actually, research has found that all of these forms of interpersonal interaction significantly affect student learning, performance, and satisfaction in online learning. 
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				Interpersonal interaction in online environments has been associated with increased perceived learning, higher levels of student satisfaction with the course, higher levels of faculty satisfaction with the course, and improved student academic achievement.

				How much of this can online learning provide?

				We now know that, if we want to make online learning as effective as traditional education, we have to find ways to allow for the wide variety of interpersonal interactions, like the ones that take place in a classroom. Of course, the question becomes, how do we do it?

				Quality matters much more than quantity

				Conversations that are sparked so easily in physical classrooms often prove much more challenging to create in an online environment. One common solution is the discussion board. Often, student engagement is measured quantitatively, by the number of posts. Students are required to post, say, five times over the course of the week, perhaps in response to specific prompts about the material. 

				While well-intentioned, this tactic can backfire. According to researchers, when opportunities for interaction increase in quantity, this does not necessarily correspond to increased quality of interaction in the course. One type of interaction may be far more valuable to students than another. 
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				To try and better understand which forms of interaction are most valuable, some experts have proposed a framework called “purposeful interpersonal interaction,” or PII. Rather than counting the number of posts a student makes on a discussion board as a measure of effectiveness, the idea is to view interpersonal interactions through a much more qualitative lens. 

				When thinking about interpersonal interactions in the online learning context, instructional interactions probably come to mind first. The teacher talks to students about the learning material or clarifies a concept. However, this is only one of three types of interaction that are connected to key student outcomes like perceived learning, satisfaction, and academic achievement. Students also benefit from purposeful social interaction and supportive interaction. All of these interactions are important to creating a sense of social presence, even though students cannot be physically present with each other. With this in mind, we can turn our focus to new, creative methods to foster the same quality of interaction that students would ordinarily get in person.

				Building social presence through interactive technologies 

				To create high quality interactions in an online learning environment, we need the right technology. However, there is no magic, one-size-fits-all platform. The key element is that whatever technology is utilized allows students to interact meaningfully with another as well as with the instructor. 
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				The global pandemic and resulting school closures have accelerated the spread of these technologies. Some of the most effective tools are the same apps or platforms that you may be using to communicate with colleagues at work. Education experts have found that interactive communication and collaboration technologies such as Microsoft Teams and Slack can improve students’ satisfaction with online learning, while bolstering a sense of social presence. These tools allow students to work together on projects and to share ideas with each other and receive feedback. They also provide an avenue for students to build relationships in an organic way. 

				Another report on higher education demonstrated that students also feel greater connection with their instructors in online courses when they use interactive technologies in a consistent and meaningful way. Of course, for these online learning tools to be effective, teachers and instructors must be properly equipped to incorporate the technology into their lessons. Unfortunately, the same report also discovered that few online courses actually used technology to its fullest potential.

				Numerous studies have found that instructors frequently face pressure to improve the quality of online courses, yet simply are not aware of strategies to promote interaction. In other cases, instructors whose entire experience is from in-person teaching are being demanded to suddenly turn their courses online without any pedagogical or technical support. While these studies were conducted long before the mass school 

			

		

		
			
				Ghana Book World, No. 6 (2021)

			

		

	
		
			
				22

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Ghana Book World, No. 6 (2021)

			

		

		
			
				closures we’re seeing now, the problem is even more relevant today. If we want our students to succeed with online learning, we need to give our teachers the support and resources to make it happen. 

				What advantages might online learning have?

				We’ve been talking a lot about how online learning might be able to replicate the most important qualities of a traditional education. While these are necessary to consider, there are also several key aspects of online learning that might make it a better alternative to in-person education in certain situations.

				Perhaps most obviously, online learning can improve access to education for students grappling with geographic or time restrictions. Provided that they have Internet, students in more remote areas can regularly receive instruction even if travelling to a school or campus would be impractical. Additionally, many online courses offer what is called an asynchronous model. This means that students can engage with the learning material at the time that is most convenient for them. This aspect makes many online classes a strong option for young people who may be juggling other commitments like working a job during the day. Whatever the reason, with online learning students can have more flexibility to learn the material at their own pace.

				The opportunity to learn online also offers a vastly wider array of subjects than may be available to students at their local schools. In fact, some schools have even chosen to utilize 
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				online learning opportunities in order to provide students with courses that the schools themselves do not offer. 

				Finally, online learning has allowed for classes on a scale that would be a logistical nightmare in person. We even have a special name for them: Massive Online Open Courses, or MOOCs. One of the best parts? These courses are a small fraction of the cost of in-person classes, or even completely free, and do not have to turn anyone away. With these courses, people across the world can participate in a course that interests them and fosters intellectual growth at their own pace. At the same time, these types of courses are not without their own drawbacks, and may not provide the same level of personal interaction as smaller courses.

				Why it matters

				Online learning is not going away. Undoubtedly, this fall will see an unparalleled spike in online classes due to continued school closures. Still, research into online learning over the last decade has shown us that this type of learning is no longer a trend, but rather a key player in the educational sphere. Even after schools are back to normal, there will be many students for whom online learning is their best option. 

				We know that it is possible to create the purposeful interpersonal interaction that makes traditional education so worthwhile online. On top of that, there are certain advantages and opportunities that online learning offers which in-person education cannot. For now, the best thing 
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				we can do is continue improving how online classes function, and thinking creatively about how to make the experience the most effective that it can be for students. When it comes to online education, there’s a lot we’re all still learning.

				To learn more about how Worldreader supports distance learning through our BookSmart app, contact us at partnerships@worldreader.org.

				 

				References

				Corry, Michael and Angela Carlson-Bancroft. “Transforming and Turning around Low-Performing Schools: The Role of Online Learning.” Journal of Educators Online, 11.2 (special issue) (2014): 1-31. Web. 3 Aug. 2020. https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1033256.pdf

				Dixson, Marcia D. “Creating effective student engagement in online courses: What do students find engaging?”. Journal of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, 10. 2 (2010): 1-13. Web. 2 Aug. 2020. https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ890707.pdf

				Kremer, Nick. “How I Became a Convert to Online Learning.” Educational Leadership, 68.5 (2011): 63-67. Web. 2 Aug. 2020. http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/feb11/vol68/num05/How-I-Became-a-Convert-to-Online-Learning.aspx

				Major, Claire H. and Stephanie J. Blackmon. “Massive Open Online Courses: Variations on a New Instructional Form.” New Directions for Institutional Research, 2015.167, (2016): 11-25. Web. 2 Aug. 2020. https://doi.org/10.1002/ir.20151

				Mehall, Scott.  “Purposeful Interpersonal Interaction in Online Learning: What Is It and How Is It Measured?” Online Learning, 24.1 (2020): 182-204. Web. 2 Aug. 2020.  https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1249281.pdf

				Park, ChongWoo and Dong-gook Kim. “Exploring the Roles of Social Presence and Gender Difference in Online Learning.” Decision Sciences Journal of Innovative Education, 18.2 (2020): 291-312. Web. 2 Aug. 2020. https://doi.org/10.1111/dsji.12207

				

			

		

		
			
				Online Learning and Traditional Education

			

		

	
		
			
				25

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Ghana Book World, No. 6 (2021)

			

		

		
			
				Ghana Book World, No. 6 (2021)

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				2020 National Education Week 

				On 27th to 28th October 2020, the Ministry of Education organized National Education Week at the Accra International Conference Center (AICC). The purpose of this event was to give a platform for all Agencies under the Ministry of Education to exhibit to the public their activities and project. 

				Ghana Book Development Council (GBDC), as one of the Agencies of the Ministry of Education, paticipated in the 2020 National Education Week.  

			

		

		
			
				The Hon. Minister of Education (Dr. Matthew Opoku Prempeh) and his Deputy in charge of TVET (Hon. Gifty Twum Ampofo) interacting with the Executive Director of GBDC (Ernesticia L. Asuinura) at the GBDC stand.

			

		

	
		
			
				26

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Ghana Book World, No. 6 (2021)

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Some staff of GBDC present at the 2020 National Education Week.

			

		

		
			
				Some visitors at the GBDC stand interacting with staff of GBDC
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				FAMILY READING: BENEFITS OF READING IN THE MOTHER TONGUE

				by

				Daniel Ofosu-Asamoah

				Introduction

				It is very important for families to read together, and even more important when the reading is done in the mother tongue, that is, when reading is done in the first language or the indigenous language. Reading books written in the indigenous language or the mother tongue has social, cultural and economic value. Thus, it is important that, for families that read together, parents and guardians ensure that premium is put on the reading of books written in the indigenous languages, especially for those who use the indigenous languages as their first language (L1).

				Reading in mother tongue

				The importance of reading cannot be overemphasized. Reading, among others, serves as a source of information, entertainment, vocabulary and relaxation. Reading brings additional value to a society or nation when it is done in the local or indigenous language. Reading books written in the local languages of a society has valuable benefits. The benefits as earlier stated are social, cultural and economic. The paragraphs below will explain some of the benefits of encouraging the reading of books written in the mother tongue or the local language.
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				Benefits of Reading in Mother Tongue

				Promotes cultural values

				The first benefit to look at is the cultural value of reading books written in the local language. A culture of a people is basically defined as the way of life of the people, of which their language plays a significant role. A culture of a people also includes their food, way of greeting, dancing, speaking, etc. Inherent in the local languages are the cultural practices, beliefs and history of the people as the language is used to communicate the experiences of the people. In effect, when children have access to indigenous books written in the indigenous languages, they are introduced to their culture, and this helps them to appreciate what and how they eat, how they dance, how they greet, and why they behave like they do. Books written in the local languages have such information and rich history that are of enormous importance to many school children. 

				Enriches vocabulary

				In terms of the social significance of reading indigenously written and produced books, a society, especially children, stand the chance of acquainting themselves with the rich vocabulary of the mother tongue. As a society is defined by its language of use, it is imperative that people who hail from that society get a good grasp of the language. Whether that society is properly in tune with its practices and relate well in terms of its use of language depends on their appreciation 
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				of their own language. The language of the people gives them identity. It is therefore troubling to find out that a lot of children in our society have very little knowledge of the indigenous language. These children may have a good grasp of the English language, which is foreign but not the local language. 

				Acquires new vocabularies

				There are children who do not have knowledge of the local names of fruits and vegetables that grow in their own environment but can mention the English names of same. They struggle to mention the local names of vegetables such as pepper, tomatoes, onion, ginger, etc. We can also talk of children who cannot name parts of their bodies in the local language. Apart from all these, there are so many words that are getting extinct in the society because of their lack of use. There are both adults and children who do not know the local names of president, minister, parliamentarian, region, district, etc. This problem of lack of knowledge of certain words and expressions is as a result of lack of patronage of the local language. Reading books that are written in the local languages have good store of such vocabularies. We can acquire such vocabularies when we read such books. Parents therefore ought to make conscious effort to help their wards include books written in the mother tongue on their reading list. Such books carry their history and cultural heritage. Where is a society whose history and cultural heritage, including language, are lost?

			

		

		
			
				Ghana Book World, No. 6 (2021)

			

		

	
		
			
				30

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Ghana Book World, No. 6 (2021)

			

		

		
			
				Advances economic values

				The last benefit in terms of reading books written in the local languages is the economic value. There are people who have special skills in writing the local language as well as a rich store of folklores that are best articulated in the local language. There are publishing companies that are ready to publish such books. However, the interest in writing and publishing such reading materials will be fulfilled only when there are consumers of such reading materials. It is like the demand and supply issue. Many writers of the local reading materials will be realized, as well as publishers of same, if the patronage is high. By doing so employment is generated for many people when we take interest in reading what is our own. Thus, even as parents buy books for their wards they should not forget to include reading materials that are written in the local language.

				Conclusion

				In conclusion, after learning the sociocultural benefits of reading books written in the local languages, it is important that parents, guardians and the whole society ensure that the economic value of patronizing such books is realized by creating the necessary environment for their wards to access them. In doing so, children will have good knowledge of their environment. They will have a good appreciation of their cultural heritage and be able to interact properly with their environment through their knowledge and use of the available language resources. A good use of such resources 
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				will automatically lead to economic benefits to the society, even as consumption of such reading materials increases. At the end of the day we will not only be seen as relating internationally with the English language but also, first of all, relating as nationals of our society of origin. 

				For our family reading, let us put emphasis on reading books written in the indigenous languages.
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				GBDC PROVIDES BOOK BOOTHS TO BASIC SCHOOLS TO PROMOTE READING

				The Deputy Minister for Education in charge of Pre-tertiary Education, Hon. Dr. Yaw Osei Adutwum, in 2018 launched a “Book Booth” initiative by the Ghana Book Development Council (GBDC) to promote reading among children.

				The exercise forms part of GBDC’s campaign, dubbed, “Learn to read; read to learn” which has been initiated to create and increase awareness of the numerous benefits of reading, particularly to children. The initiative comes at a time when research has shown that the rate at which children, as well as adults, read has gone down.

				The “Learn to read; read to learn” campaign is to encourage children to learn to read, and after they have learnt to read, to continue to read for life. This will ultimately help to promote quality education, increase quality of life and general wellbeing, eradicate ignorance, poverty and disease and help in realising the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

				The Book Booths are stocked with storybooks to supplement the existing library facilities. The booths are colourfully branded to attract the attention of the children to the books. The booths are also to be placed at vantage locations in schools, particularly close to playgrounds where the children can have easy access to the books at all times. 
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				This exercise fulfils one of the functions of the GBDC, that is, to ensure the establishment of suitable machinery for the promotion of reading among all age groups, particularly among children. To promote reading among school children and also promote indigenous books, the GBDC also periodically organises Book Fairs and Reading Festivals as well as forms Reading and Creative-Writing Clubs at Basic and Senior High schools. 
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				The Hon. Deputy Minister of Education in charge of Pre-Tertiary Education, Dr. Yaw Osei Adutwum presenting a Book Booth with 700 assorted reading books to the head of beneficiary school after the launching of the “Learn to Read, Read to Learn” Campaign
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				Branded book booths at the premises of GBDC awaiting dispatch to beneficiary schools

			

		

		
			
				The District Director of Education, Kwaebibirem in the Eastern Region expressing his gratitude to GBDC, while the headteacher and teachers of Kade Presby Basic School look on.
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				The headmaster of Bogoso M/A Basic School in the Western Region admiring the Book Booth while the Executive Director, GBDC (left) and a GES official look on.

			

		

		
			
				Students of Mumuni Camp MA JHS in the Western Region, with a book booth presented to their school.

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Ghana Book World, No. 6 (2021)

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			
				36

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Ghana Book World, No. 6 (2021)

			

		

		
			
				ADHERING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY PRACTICES IN THE BOOK PRODUCTION BUSINESS

				by

				Kofi Asante Twumasi

				Introduction

				Health and safety at the workplace must be an issue of concern to all. Health and safety is concerned with promoting the welfare and wellbeing of people at a place as well as preventing illness and injuries. Every work has its own occupational hazards. Occupational hazards are risks of illnesses or accidents experienced by workers in their places of work. Sometimes, some employers and employees may overlook health and safety issues. Ensuring healthy and safe environment promotes good business. Any workplace that neglects health and safety issues can face prosecution, lose staff, or may increase costs and reduce profitability.

				Role of employer

				The “Part 15” of the Ghana Labour Act, 2003 (Act 651) touches on occupational health and safety environment, indicating the need for both employers and employees to adhere and manage health and safety issues at the workplace. Section 118(1) of the Labour Act 2003 states that “it is the duty of an employer to ensure that every worker employed by him or her 
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				works under satisfactory, safe and health conditions”. Also, Section 118(2)(d) of the Act states that the employer should “take steps to prevent contamination of the work places, and protect workers from toxic gases, obnoxious substances, vapour, dust, fumes, mists and other substances or materials likely to cause risk to safety or health”. This brings to the fore that health and safety at workplaces—which include book production houses—is not just necessary, but also obligatory.

				Consequences

				A publishing business cannot afford delays in production. Customers or clients require accuracy, quality and timeliness in job delivery. Any delay can threaten the timelines of the production of books. Speed, quality and accuracy make a publishing and printing company efficient. Hence, any injury, falling, mishandling and explosions may lead to delays in productions, meeting of timelines, or even loss of clients. 

				Plans and strategies

				It is therefore very essential for employers or management to put in place plans and strategies to manage health and safety issues at the workplace. Management should put in writing the plans in a form of health and safety policy statement, and strictly ensure the implementation and adherence to it. In the book publishing and printing business, some staff do tasks—such as using equipment, machinery (especially guillotine - also known as paper cutter, is a machine for cutting or trimming stack of paper or books at the printing house), 
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				working at a height, and use of chemicals—that expose them to risks. 

				Identified risks

				In book production, some workers are exposed to some toxic chemicals such as the developer used for developing film and printing plates. Also, disposal of chemicals used in book production, when not done right endangers the health of workers or the community as a whole. Before developing film or plate for printing, they are exposed to sensitive UV lights. This highly sensitive light can cause damage to the eye when not protected. Also, inhaling petrol used for cleaning and washing plate cylinders and ink duct is detrimental to one’s health if not well protected. The emission of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) found in printing inks, adhesives and some other chemicals are also hazardous. Again, when extra caution is not taken, the guillotine for cutting paper can cause some serious injury to anyone operating the machine. There are some other activities that can cause injury in the book production business when care is not taken. Therefore, management of any publishing or printing business should ensure that measures are put in place to protect employees from being harmed when executing their tasks.

				Risk prevention

				There are ways employers can prevent contamination of the workplace and protect workers; that is, by providing safety signs and safety equipment or tools. Safety signs are the 
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				information or instructions directing or informing people about potential hazards and dangers in an area or a place. They are information or instruction about safety and health on signboards, a safety colour, an illuminated sign or acoustic signal, a non-verbal communication or hand signal. Safety signs take a variety of forms and functions, but can be best classified by their primary use. It is the responsibility of management of any publishing or printing house to educate employees on safety signs and instructions. 

				To minimize the risk of injuries at the book production houses, there is the need to put on safety equipment. Safety equipment, also known as personal protective equipment (PPE), are gadgets or kits which are used to augment other means of hazard control, and to further minimize the risk of injuries. PPEs can include items such as safety helmets, gloves, eye protectors, high-visibility clothing, safety footwear, etc.

				The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), an organisation that sets and enforces standards governing health and safety practices at workplaces in USA, recommends ten (10) types of safety signs to be used by all industries. These safety signs are danger signs, warning signs, caution signs, biological hazards sign, notice signs, general safety signs, fire safety signs, admittance sign, safety symbols, surround shapes. To manage the health and safety issues in the book production businesses, managements are advised to adopt the use of these safety signs at the workplaces.
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				Enforcement

				In Ghana, the Department of Factories Inspectorate, under the Ministry of Employment and Labour Relation, is mandated to promote measures, and enforce those measures that safeguard the health and safety of workers employed in a workplace. This organisation uses the provisions of the Factories, Offices and Shops Act, 1970 (Act 328) and its related regulations as the basis of its operation.

				Role of employees

				Workers or employees in the book production business also have a part to play in ensuring their health and safety in their various workplaces. The Labour Act 2003 (Act 651) Section 118(3) states that “It is the obligation of every worker to use the safety appliances, firefighting equipment and personal protective equipment provided by the employer in compliance with the employer’s instructions.” This means that it is important for workers to involve themselves in managing health and safety issues. Workers in the book industry must safely act in accordance with the prescribed instructions which protect them from injuries. Section 119(1) of the Labour Act 2003 also indicates that, should an employee of any business find himself or herself in any situation that endangers his or her life or jeopardises health and safety, he or she should, as a matter of urgency, report to his or her employer or supervisor. 

				Even as the country is faced with the coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19), employers and employees in book production businesses must be on guard and observe all the prescribed 
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				precautionary protocols, in order to safeguard themselves, to prevent the contracting and spread of the virus at their various workplaces.

				Conclusion

				In conclusion, health and safety must be an issue of concern to all industries in order to promote the wellness of both employers and employees. Health and safety issues at the workplace should not be taken for granted. It is advisable to adhere to all the precautionary measures at various places of work, to prevent the spread of COVID-19. The involvement of all staff within a business can help curb accidents and other health and safety threats.
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				WHAT AND WHY CHILDREN READ

				by

				Daniel Ofosu-Asamoah

				Introduction

				It may be a sheer mistake on the part of parents and teachers to treat children equally on the subject of what they want to read. It is worth to note that everybody reads for a purpose. Like it happens to everyone, children have their likes and dislikes when it comes to what to read. Not only that, but also there are other factors that affect a child’s choice of which book to read. Consequently, parents and guardians who engage in family reading sessions ought to be particular about this before they choose a particular book for children to read.

				Parents’ role

				For children to cultivate a lifelong reading culture, parents are advised to read to their wards at the early stage of their lives. This practice is for obvious reasons. One of the reasons is that, the early stage of children’s lives is the period that habit formation takes place. The understanding is that if children are helped to cultivate the habit of reading, they would grow with it, as well as reap the benefits of reading, since early exposure to reading books is known to substantially guarantee success in early literacy. More so, such children who develop early literacy by cultivating the habit of reading become successful learners. 
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				However, as parents help children to develop interest in lifelong reading, they ought to be knowledgeable of, as well as cognisant of what book children prefer to read, and what account for their interest in reading, including reading certain types of books. This will help parents and guardians to achieve maximum results as they seek to inculcate the habit of reading among their children. Again, a knowledge by parents and guardians of the interest of children in reading would help parents nurture and guide children to become rounded in their choice of books to read. Generally, like all book reading lovers, children will read for the purposes of entertainment, enlightenment and for challenge.

				Factors in choosing books

				Beyond reading for entertainment, enlightenment and for challenge, there are also a number of factors that influence the choice of books children read. These factors include the age and stage of the child in school, nature and nurture (the environment), and gender identity. It is important for parents to know that any of these variables can impact on a child’s reading habit. Thus, parents’ appreciation of the factors that impact on the reading culture of children would help them identify the right environment, and also create the right condition to produce reading children. Below is a walkthrough of some of the factors that impact a child’s choice of books to read.
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				Age

				The age and stage of a child in school play a significant role in the choice of which book a child reads. It is normal that very young children would like to read books with a lot of pictures as such children find it difficult to make meaning out of texts or interpret texts. For such children, the meaning of a story is derived from pictures of the books that they read. However, older children prefer to read books with a lot of texts as their interest for reading is always for information and entertainment.

				Gender

				With respect to the influence of gender on the choices children make regarding which book to read, Reading Monitor (2020) contends that motivational books seem to be more important to boys than girls. The reason behind boys seeming interest in motivational books is explained in Oakhil and Petrides (2007), as cited in Reading Monitor (2020). According to Oakhill and Petrides (2007), boys find it more difficult than girls to focus on undesirable reading activities. This is also corroborated by Ainlley, Hillman and Hidi (2002) which states that boys are able to summon less perseverance when it comes to reading texts which they do not find very captivating. For these reasons boys are known to be fan of books tagged as ‘boys books’ which are seen to be “exciting, adventurous stories with a lot of action and little emphasis on character development (Reading Monitor 2020).

			

		

		
			
				What and Why Children Read

			

		

	
		
			
				45

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Ghana Book World, No. 6 (2021)

			

		

		
			
				Environment

				Finally, it is believed that the argument of nature and nurture (environment) comes to the fore on why children become avid readers and also what children want to read. The argument of nature is to the extent that children who are avid readers are genetically determined. That is to say that children whose parents are avid readers have the genetic disposition to become avid readers. On the other hand, the argument of nurture is to the effect that family environment, including the community environment, and the school impact on the reading development of children. What this means is that, even if reading is genetically determined, children with such genetic predispositions ought to be exposed to books before they could read or learn to read. For this reason, Van Bergen et al. (2017) concludes that genes and the environment have almost the same influence to a larger extent on one becoming interested in reading.

				Conclusion

				In conclusion, it is abundantly clear that certain factors contribute to what children read and why children would want to read a particular type of book, including why children become avid readers. Parents have a great responsibility in creating the required environment for children to develop interest in reading, as the home is seen as the place where education begins. Parents also have the responsibility to be of help, by example and guidance.
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				At the end of the day, all children are to benefit from developing a culture of reading, and thus need to be guided and motivated to realise this objective. For parents to be of significant help, they ought to be knowledgeable of the preferences of their wards on the subject of reading and help them build a culture of reading beyond their biases. One of the surest tools of achieving this is engaging in family reading, where participants exhibit their interests and preferences.
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				PUBLISHING A BOOK: GUIDELINES FOR NEW AUTHORS

				Introduction

				Book publishing involves a number of significant processes. The first step is coming up with a book idea and moving on to plan, draft and then finalise the writing. An author or publisher may have the book idea. In the end the author puts this idea into writing and creates the manuscript for publication. 

				Some authors find it difficult to get their manuscripts published, hence this document is to give important guidelines to authors, especially new authors, on how to get their manuscripts published. There are two main ways for authors to get their manuscripts published; these are (i) traditional publishing and (ii) self-publishing.

				Traditional publishing: This is the conventional way of book publishing where after the author has finished writing the book, he/she takes it to a publisher. The publisher assesses the author’s manuscript and decides whether to publish it or reject it. If the work is publishable, the publisher enters into a contract with the author. The publisher then takes the author’s manuscript through the book production process. The transaction between the author and publisher could be in the following forms:

				Outright Sale of Right: The publisher buys the 
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				economic rights in the author’s work. This means that, the publisher pays the author upfront, and owns the economic benefits which accrue from the sale of the book. The author still retains the “moral right” in the book. This means the writer must be mentioned as the author of the book at all times. 

				Royalties: The publisher takes up all cost of producing the book, and pays royalties in the form of a percentage on copies of books sold. The publisher sometimes makes an advance payment, especially during manuscript preparation and before sales.

				Vanity Publishing: This is where an author pays the publisher to have the manuscript published. The books are offloaded to the author to do the marketing. 

				Self-publishing: This is a type of publishing where the author acts as the publisher, and hires the services of an editor, typesetter, artist, proofreader, printer and booksellers to help produce and sell his or her work. A self-publishing author must adhere to the standards and guidelines governing book publishing.

				This document mainly focuses on the traditional way authors can get their manuscripts published either in print or electronic form. 
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				Steps In Traditional Publishing

				The Writing Phase

				It is always advisable to do some research on the publisher an author would want to publish with. This will help the author know the publisher’s specialisation and interest in order to tailor his/her manuscript to suit the publisher’s publishing programme. Some publishers have Author Guides which can be asked for and studied to help make choice of genre and theme to publish. In this way, authors do not get too many rejections when their manuscripts are done.

				Publishers deal with two types of manuscripts: solicited and unsolicited. Solicited is when publishers develop the book idea and look for authors to write them. Unsolicited manuscripts, on the other hand, are the ones that are brought in by walk-in authors. 

				1. Determine the target readership

				The author should first identify the target audience and the type of book he/she wishes to write. In other words, the author should be market-oriented rather than being product-oriented.

				Literary works fall under two main categories — fiction and non-fiction.

				Fiction: This is an imaginative piece of writing based solely on the author’s imagination as well as events happening around. 

				Non-Fiction: This genre is based on true life experiences and established facts. It could be a biography, memoir/autobiography, coursebook, humanities, science, etc. 
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				2. Request for publisher’s House Style Manual

				It is advisable for the author to request for the publisher’s House Style Manual, if available. The publisher’s House Style Manual is a document which details a set of instructions or guidelines a publishing house has outlined for authors and editors. This manual gives information on how the content or items in a manuscript should be presented before it is submitted to the publishing house. 

				The key to writing a good manuscript is to be consistent and clear; therefore, every publisher would expect that from authors. The manual usually spells out use of language, spellings, abbreviation and acronyms, presentation of date and time, font, style and formatting, etc.

				3. Editing the manuscript

				If the author has not been in contact with any publisher prior to the writing, the manuscript should be well-edited before presenting it to a publisher. Sometimes, publishers reject manuscripts because they have too many typographical errors and are not well written. The author must vigorously comb through the manuscript, to check spelling, grammar, etc. It is advisable to let a second person or two other persons, who are unbiased and capable of giving constructive critique or feedback, to go through the work. After receiving the feedback, the author must make all the necessary revisions. It is best to submit a neatly typed work to a publisher. Do not plagiarize or violate the copyright law.
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				The Publishing Phase

				4. Scout for reliable and credible publisher

				If an author has not been dealing with a publisher during the writing phase, the author must scout or search for a publisher who is credible to take the manuscript through the book production process. The publisher could be a corporate establishment or an individual. There are a number of publishers in the country, specializing in various areas of publishing. The Ghana Book Development Council (GBDC) has made available on its website a list of book publishers in Ghana. The author could select a suitable publisher.

				5. Submission of manuscript to publisher

				The author would have to submit the manuscript to the publisher for assessment. The publisher will assess to know if the manuscript falls within the publishing house’s area of specialization as well as the House Style Manual. The submission could be accompanied by a synopsis, usually one page, which gives a summary of the manuscript. The submitted manuscript could be either accepted or rejected based on the publisher’s assessment. The manuscript could be rejected on the grounds that there are some weaknesses in the writing, or it was badly written. The author should not be discouraged or abandon the project altogether. The author could ask the publisher the possible reason(s) for the rejection.
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				6. Launch meeting

				A launch meeting is scheduled after the publisher accepts the manuscript for publication. This is where the author meets the publisher’s team that would be involved in the publishing process of the book. The team meets to discuss the timeline to commence and complete the work and other relevant issues regarding the work. 

				7. Negotiating and signing of book publishing contract

				Undoubtedly, the author is the first owner of the right to publish the work he/she has created. Nonetheless, an author can sell outright his/her right in the work to a publisher through the signing of a publishing contract. A publishing contract is a legally binding agreement between an author and a book publisher. It outlines the obligations and rights of each party in the agreement. It also details the financial arrangement between the author and publisher. Authors have the ability to bargain and negotiate with publishers, with regard to royalties or any form of payment. Generally, royalty rates range from 7.5% to 15% of sales for paperback and hardback books. For electronic books, royalty rate could range from 25% to 50% or more since the publisher does not pay for costs such as printing, binding, warehousing, or shipping, etc.

				Note that this stage of signing of contract happens earlier in the process in a case of solicited manuscript. With solicited manuscript, the agreement will include responsibilities of both parties such as writing timelines, mode of presentation 
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				and packaging of the manuscript, advance royalties, etc.

				Contracts may differ with respect to book, author or publisher. It is advisable for the author to get legal advice when it comes to signing of contracts with any publisher and make sure he/she understands each clause in the contract.

				Conclusion

				Writing is an interesting skill that can reform and inform people. Authors, especially new ones, should accept criticisms in order to improve on their writing skills. A new author would become experienced as he/she keeps writing. 
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				Major Stakeholders in the Book Industry

			

		

		
			
				Ministry of Education (MoE) and its Agencies

				Ghana Association of Writers (GAW) 

				Ghana Publishers Association (GPA)

				Ghana Printers and Paper Convertors Association (GPPCA)

				National Booksellers Association Ghana.

				Ghana Association of Book Editors

				Ghana Library Association (GLA)

				Worldreader

				And others...
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